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Report from IFCN Executive Committee (January 2008)

Following the two previous reports from the current Executive Committee (ExCo) sent to you in January and July 2007 respectively, we are pleased to send you the third report which includes some of the items that ExCo discussed at the third ExCo meeting held as a telephone conference on October 23, 2007.

1. Member societies

Currently the IFCN is composed of 58 member societies from 55 countries and the International Clinical Neurophysiology Society (ICNS).  Information about these are on the IFCN website (http://www.ifcn.info).  ICNS, with Professor Daniel Cibils of Montevideo as the President, consists of members from non-affiliated countries or countries with an affiliated society if the statutes of that society do not allow them to be members, and the Bylaws of ICNS can be found on the IFCN website although their amendment is in process.  We are now exploring a possibility of proposing the ICNS to the General Assembly (GA) for an official membership of IFCN.  As for possible new member societies, the Malaysian society has applied for membership and we will bring this issue to GA after its Statutes are completed.  If you are aware of any neighboring societies that might be candidates for the IFCN membership or individuals who might want to join the ICNS, please inform us.

2. Chapters

As you are aware, there were three chapters in IFCN; European, Latin-American and Asian-Oceanian Chapters, and in North America there were three member societies; American Association of Neuromuscular & Electrodiagnostic Medicine (AANEM), American Clinical Neurophysiology Society (ACNS) and Canadian Society of Clinical Neurophysiologists (CSCN), but no chapter.  However, we are very pleased to announce here that, by the recent e-mail ballot, the Bylaws of North American Chapter were approved by GA and now North American Chapter is officially formed.  Thus, we now have four geographical areas; North America, Latin America, Asia-Oceania, and Europe including Middle East and Africa.  As the result of this change, we will have to modify those items of the current IFCN Statutes related to the nomination and election of ExCo officers by the time of the next election.

3. Editorial issues

The most important issue to be reported here is the change of the Editor-in-Chief of our official journal Clinical Neurophysiology.  As we reported to you in the previous ExCo report (July 2007), Professor Mark Hallett of Bethesda completed his 8 years term of editorship at the end of 2007, and Professor David Burke of Sydney, Australia was selected as the new Editor-in-Chief.  On January 1, 2008, the editorship was smoothly transferred from Professor Hallett to Professor Burke.  As you are all aware, thanks to the great editorship of Professor Hallett, the journal has been extremely successful and the recent impact factor is up to 2.718.  Introduction of various new attempts such as adoption of electronic publication, associate editorship, remarkable shortening of the time for reviewing, and inclusion of review articles in each issue, has contributed to the success.  Now we look forward to the continuous success of the journal under the editorship of Professor Burke.  In relation to this, Professor Burke joined the IFCN ExCo by replacing Professor Hallett.  Many thanks and congratulations to both the outgoing and incoming Editors!

4. Financial issues

As you see in the report by Professor Andrew Eisen, the IFCN Treasurer, on the IFCN website, the finances of IFCN remain healthy, although recent World economic downturn is of concern.  For this fiscal period (ending in 2010) each of the 4 chapters receives 100,000 US dollars.  Educational courses and workshops as well as the Chapter meetings are to be supported from this financial support.  However, request of any additional support may be subject to discussion in the IFCN ExCo depending on the purpose and contents of the meeting and on the financial situations.

5. Related international meetings

The 29th International Congress of Clinical Neurophysiology (ICCN) will be held in Kobe, Japan from October 28 to November 1, 2010.  The printed leaflets of the First Announcement will be sent to you shortly so that as many individual members as possible of your society could receive them through your secretariat office.  Some of you responded to our recent inquiry about the number of leaflets you need.  However, those societies that requested a quite large number of leaflets might not receive as many leaflets as you requested.  We encourage each society to put the Announcement on the society website if available and also to distribute it to individual members as an e-mail attachment if possible.  We will provide you with the PDF file of the Announcement as soon as it becomes available.  Soon you will find the Announcement also on the congress website (http://www.iccn2010kobe.com). 

  As for the Chapter meetings, the 5th Latin-American Congress of Clinical Neurophysiology (CNP) has been delayed and was moved from Cuba to Mexico for October 2008 by the decision of the Latin-American Chapter ExCo.  The 13th European Congress of CNP will be held in Istanbul on May 4-8, 2008, and the 4th Asian-Oceanian Congress of CNP will be held in Seoul on April 15-18, 2009, both as scheduled.

  A conference focusing on the safety issue of transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS) will be organized by Professor Paolo Rossini in Siena on March 6-9, 2008 under the sponsorship of IFCN.  The results of this meeting will form an IFCN guideline on this topic.

6. Amendment of IFCN rules

The new Bylaws of the North American Chapter have been just approved by GA as reported above.  Amendment of the items of IFCN Statutes related to the geographical areas (see above) and to the payment of annual dues and eligibility for candidacy and voting for ExCo officers, and of the ICNS Bylaws is in process by the IFCN ExCo and Rules Committee with consultation from the IFCN lawyer.  

7. Archives of IFCN

As reported in the previous ExCo reports, Professor Marc Nuwer and Professor Carl Lucking started collecting materials for updating the history of IFCN from 1982 onward so that the new materials are added to the book “Wave Length. A history of the IFSECN” which was written by Professor William Cobb and distributed to the participants to the ICCN held in London, UK in 1985.  It is hoped that the new book will be handed to all the participants at the time of the ICCN2010 (Kobe).  If any of you have some important or interesting photographs in terms of the IFCN history, you are encouraged to contact either Professor Nuwer (mrn@ucla.edu) or Professor Lucking (c.h.luecking@gmx.de).

8. IFCN guidelines

Currently three guidelines; VEP/ERG, SEP and ERP are under preparation, and as described above, the one on the TMS safety issue will be added.  Another document on the clinical utility of TMS was prepared by an international committee chaired by Professor Robert Chen of Toronto and will be published in Clinical Neurophysiology soon.

We believe it is important for each member society to keep close contact with the IFCN ExCo, and we will appreciate your feedback.  Any thoughts or suggestions for promoting clinical neurophysiology are welcome.  In order to keep in touch with your societies efficiently, it is extremely important for us to have correct information about the names and contact address of the current officers of your society and chapters.  Therefore, please inform the IFCN secretariat, Ms. Stephanie Hudson (shudson@venuewest.com), of any change in the officers of your society or chapters.  We wish you and your society a Happy New Year.
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